THE GOVERNMENT OF EASTERN GERMANY

this party with the Russian looting, raping, and dismantling in
eastern Germany in 1945. The SED members are also forced
wholeheartedly to support the separation from Germany of the
territories east of the Oder-Neisse boundary.

This popular pressure against the party has necessitated the
maintenance of a high degree of discipline in the party, which in
turn has left little chance for the development of deviations
within the organization, When the Social Democrats and Com-
munists were merged into the Socialist Unity party in 1946,
there was a policy of parity, or of distributing important posi-
tions equally among former Social Democrats and Communists.

In spite of this official policy, however, the old-time Commu-
nists have more and more replaced the former Social Democrats
in important positions. Now only those who have proved to
be completely loyal to the Communists are left in leading posi-
tions. In the latest official documents prepared for the party
congress in July, 1950, parity was officially eliminated.

Deviations within the German SED have not occurred to the
extent that they have in some other eastern countries. The most
often heard complaint is "practicism" and not "deviationism/*
This practicism among SED members grows out of the terrific
pressure they are subjected to in order to attain the political
and economic targets set by the top leadership. The targets
often require efforts beyond that which could be reasonably
expected, and the attempts of the lower Communist echelons
to give in to popular reaction against these extreme demands is
labeled "practicism."

It is doubtful that the recent purge of prominent party
leaders such as Paul Merker, Willy Kreikemeyer, and Leo Bauer
indicates any important deviations from the party line. Al-
though the victims by virtue of their background could be con-
sidered as susceptible to Western ideas, the charges against
them do not rest on any doctrinal deviations. Instead the party
leaders attempt to discredit them in the eyes of the party by
smearing their record and accusing them of associating with an
alleged American spy while they were emigres. The recent purge
seems to be connected with the rise of Walter Ulbricht, deputy
premier of eastern Germany, to the undisputed leadership of die